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On The Funeral Statutes and
The Funeral Rites in The Tang Dynasty

Wu Liyu

Summary

The newly found Tiansheng Statutes make it possible to restore the Funeral Stat--

utes of the Tang Dynasty. This paper compared and contrasted the Ominous Ritual de-
scriptions of the restored Funeral Statutes and Da-Tang kaiyuan li ( Rituals of the
Kaiyuan Reign [ 713-42] of Great Tang) , especially the different origins, contents
and ranks. This paper also made critical notes on the function of Rituals and Statutes,
as well as their relationship, and gave them some pertinent comments. Both the Fu-
neral Statutes and Da-Tang kaiyuan li had inherited some contents of rituals and stat-
utes of the Zhou Dynasty, and the Han and the Wei dynasties afterwards. At the same
time, there were some new contents appeared in the Funeral Statutes and Da-Tang
kaiyuan li. Hence, it could be obvious that on one side, the funeral rituals of the
Early Tang Dynasy still had a number of contents of the noble society, in particular
the traditional ones; on the other side the contents also reflected the character of the

bureaucaracy society which ranking officials with their classes.
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A Decipherment of “The Liang Prince Epitaph”

in Lesser Qidan Script
Wan Xiongfei Han Shiming Liu Fengzhu
Summary

The present paper deciphers not only numerous personal names and some place
names and official titles in lesser Qidan (Khitan) script, but also the words for “to
be” and “black” in the Qidan language. It reveals that “The Liang Prince Epitaph”
in lesser Qidan script commemorates Xiao Zhuzhe, a biographee in the 91st chapter of
the History of the Liao ( {3 ) ). Xiao Zhuzhe is the grand-father-in-law of the last
emperor Tianzuo of the Liao Dynasty, his wife is the eldest younger sister of Yelii Re-
nxian, ‘and his ancestor of seventh generation is Po Gu, father of the first Liao
emperor’s wife Empress Chungin. On these details we have no information in the Xiao
Zhuzhe biography of the History of the Liao. The epitaph is the first archaeologically
discovered and so far the only known material recording the pedigree of the Liao Em-
press Xiao’s family from Po Gu to the late Liao period generation by generation. The
biography of Xiao Zhuzhe in the History of the Liao is written only in 283 characters,
while “The Liang Prince Epitaph,” 1289, four times and a half of the former. The

result of the decipherment provides a lot of new data for supplementing and correcting
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